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The future is an opaque mirror. Anyone who tries to look into it sees 
nothing but the dim outlines of an old and worried face.  
Jim Bishop, New York Journal-American, March 14, 1959 

  
What can be more palpably absurd than the prospect held out of 

locomotives traveling twice as fast as stagecoaches?  

The Quarterly Review (England), March 1825 
 

PPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss  MMeessssaaggee  
Well winter has finally arrived, but that doesn’t have to 
end our riding season. There are plenty of opportunities 
to enjoy this fabulous sport. It seems we have several 
groups from our club and those other Beemer clubs in 
the state going to some far off place. Lands where the 
sun is warm, the bars are full, the scooters are adorned 
with shiny chrome, tassels of the finest leather and 
scantly clad pillions.  It has also been rumored that the 
sound the behemoths make would rattle your eye teeth 
from your gums. I wish these travelers the best of luck 
and wait with anticipation for their tales to be told. 
 This is also an excellent time to gather together at 
those establishments, which hope to sell you a 
motorcycle of your choosing, and kick the tires. I had 
this chance over the past weekend when RDS, George 
H, Al P, Wayne, Pete and myself took a ride to 
Faracci”s to watch Dennis debate, mostly with himself, 
the merits of coming home with a new Ducati, of all 
things. Fun was had by all, mostly those watching the 
debate. Then it was off to Otto’s. This fine German 
eatery had a vast choice of delectable items; a fine 
lunch was had by all. 
 
I will see you all if not on the road, at our own fine 
German eatery for the next meeting. 
 
Ride safe 
Prez. Dan 
 

CCrroossss  CCoouunnttrryy  OOppeenn  HHoouussee  
Don Eilenberger, filling in this month due to lack of 
contributions. Hey – if you don’t want to read me – get 
busy writing! 
 
Thanks much to Scott and all the gang at Cross 
Country for hosting a tech-session/open-house evening 
last month for the club. Scott gave an informative talk 
on what’s new on the BMW horizon and on some new 
gear and equipment that Cross Country is carrying. 
There were also some killer closeout deals on 
AutoComm equipment and boots and clothing. A 
discount was also given for anything bought at the even 
– and there was FREE pizza. 
 
Thanks again to Scott, Dan and all the guys at CC for 
supporting our club! 
 

 
"What!?!?"  Carl said,  "I put the kickstand down 
this time." (Seen at the ferry terminal when people 
were going to the NYC motorcycle show..) 



 

NNJJ  MMoottoorrccyyccllee  SShhooww,,  FFeebb  1111
tthh
..  

Double Jack Swanson 
   
This is the show you would never want to see under 
normal circumstances. They have it at this time of the 
year because they know motorcyclists are desperate for 
something related to motorcycling. It's so memorable; I 
can't even remember what it's called. It’s held at some 
sort of exhibition hall off route 287 some where near 
New Brunswick. It's so memorable that I can't even 
remember the name of the town. One year they had 
nearly-naked ladies, so Don was really anxious to see a 
repeat performance. It's not something that interests 
me, but Don's a OK guy, so I decided to humor him. 
  
So, Captain Don and I departed even though it was 
snowing and a big storm was predicted. I even went to 
the trouble of getting $2 discount tickets off the internet, 
no easy task for me. I picked up Don in my SL 500. It 
was the second time he had been allowed to ride in it 
and he immediately began to find fault with it. Don's 
one of those guys that has to fiddle with everything to 
see if it works. Then he always finds something that 
doesn't work. Even if he can't find something that 
doesn't work, he will keep trying until he breaks 
something. I had just replaced the air-mass sensor and 
my heated seat had stopped working and I was sure he 
would find something else and that got me to thinking 
that maybe we should stop off on the way and visit with 
Alan Stein at Open Road BMW. 
  
 Since Don is looking to replace his aging M3, he 
agreed. Whether you are looking for another car or not, 
Alan is always fun to visit. He has lots of stories and 
there are lots of tires to kick and he is most 
knowledgeable about the BMW product, whether auto 
or motorcycle. Alan is a member of our club and he's a 
good guy to know if you are looking to buy a BMW. 
  
When we arrived, we immediately began looking at all 
the shiny toys, getting in and out of them, turning the 
knobs, pushing the buttons, adjusting the seats, testing 
the radios, checking the mileage, lifting the hoods, 
opening the trunks, and of course Don is looking to find 
something missing or something that doesn't work. 
Meanwhile the snow is picking up and beginning to 
accumulate. 
  
Then I noticed an all-wheel drive X5 and thought that 
this would be a good vehicle in the snow. I thought that 
I should give it a closer inspection and see if the heated 
seat worked. It was really nice inside, all clean and with 
that new car smell even though it was pre-owned. I 
asked Alan if my discount was still available. He sort of 
evaded my question, but said he would see what he 
could do about the price. Then Don came over and 
twisted my arm real hard. He said I should not be 
driving a Mercedes. He said that this was brand 
disloyalty and besides, if I bought another car, he could 
use this as an excuse with Eileen that he had to keep 

up with me and also buy another car. The he twisted 
my arm even harder. 
  
We never did get to the motorcycle show or even to 
Princeton BMW where Don could test drive an M5. Yes, 
I traded the Benz for an X5. 
 
Did I have a choice? After all, it was snowing even 
harder. And Don was threatening to twist my arm again. 
And Alan did work out a good deal. And besides, I had 
owned the Benz just over a year. 
 

UUppccoommiinngg  RRiiddeess  aanndd  EEvveennttss  
Skip Palmer 
 
The following rides and events are sponsored by the 
AMA or other organizations and are not NJSBMWR’s 
sponsored.   Please feel free to personally arrange 
rides with your friends and attend. 
 
Mar. 4

th
 ~ 19

th
  Daytona Speed Week 

 
Mar. 5

th
  11 AM ~ AMA Polar Bear ~ Firehouse Eatery, 

Rahway, NJ 
 
Mar. 6

th
 7 PM ~ Skylands Monthly Meeting ~ The 

Warrenside Tavern, Rt. #173, Bloomsbury, NJ 
 
Mar. 8

th 
7 PM ~ Monthly meeting at Schneider’s 

Restaurant, Main St., Avon, NJ 
 
Mar. 12

th
 10 AM ~ Concours deElegance, Ritz Carlton, 

Amelia Island, FL 
 
Mar. 12

th
 11AM ~ AMA Polar Bear ~ Mountain View Bar 

& Grill, Long Valley, NJ 
 
Mar. 19

th
 11 AM ~ AMA Polar Bear ~ Chatterbox, South 

Augusta, NJ 
 
Mar. 22

nd
 7 PM New Sweden BMW riders Monthly 

Meeting ~ Casa Carollo, Rt. #73 North, Marlton, NJ 
 
Mar. 26

th
 11AM ~ AMA Polar Bear ~ Dawn Patrol 

Motorcycle Club, Somerville, NJ 
 
Apr. 2

nd
 11 AM ~ AMA Polar Bear ~ Brian’s Harley 

Davidson, Langhorne, PA 
 
Apr. 3

rd
 7 PM ~ Skylands Monthly Meeting ~ The 

Warrenside Tavern, Rt. #173, Bloomsbury, NJ 
 
Apr. 9

th
 11 AM ~ AMA Polar Bear ~ VFW, Cape May, 

NJ 
 
Apr. 12

th
 Monthly meeting at Schneider’s Restaurant, 

Main St., Avon NJ 
 



SSttrraannggee  bbuutt  TTrruuee....  

FFoouunndd  oonn  tthhee  WWeebb....  
Glenn Martin 
 
http://www.motorcyclenews.com 
  
BMW's development bike 
BMW has unveiled a new bike that it says is purely for 
testing and developing new systems for future 
production. 
 
The bike has been designed with a ‘high power output 
and lightweight construction’ in order to test the firm’s 
new technologies under as extreme conditions as 
possible. 
 

 
 
It will be used as a test bed for aerodynamic 
experiments as well as safety improvements such as 
‘drive-slip control’ that will be phased in to production 
bikes soon. 
 
Although BMW has said the bike itself is not destined 
for production, the technology used to build it could be 
seen on future BMW road bikes. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
from http://www.motorcycledaily.com 
  
Will the Bike of the Future Run on Ethanol? 
 
In the last few months, it seems that the simple 
acronym 'E85' has been on everyone's lips. A year ago, 
few people outside the automobile, farming and fuel 
industries knew what E85 was - but all that changed 
when President Bush made 'Alternative Fuels' a center 
point of his State of the Union address. 
 
What is E85? It's a fuel consisting of 85% ethanol and 
15% regular gasoline. Since ethanol can be (and is) 
produced from domestically grown grain and other 
domestic products (wood waste, brewery waste, and 
more), many are touting it as the solution to America's 
dependence on foreign oil. 
 
Although America is years away from producing 

enough ethanol to convert entirely to E85 (according to 
an article in USA Today, Americans used 140 billion 
gallons of gasoline last year, while we produced only 4 
billion gallons of ethanol), the recent public attention 
brought to the subject makes it an opportune time to 
discuss the application of E85 as a motorcycle fuel. 
 
The first question that came to my mind was 'how much 
power can it make?'. This doesn't seem to be that 
important to most ethanol proponents, judging from the 
difficulty I had digging up the info, but the news turns 
out to be good. Most vehicles currently running on E85 
are 'Flexible Fuel Vehicles' (FFVs), which are tuned 
specifically for gasoline but capable of running on E85 
at a lower power level. BUT, according to a GM 
engineer (quoted in the same USA Today article I 
linked previously), an engine designed to run strictly on 
E85 could make around 2% more power than it's 
gasoline-powered equivalent (probably because E85 
has an Octane rating of 105, allowing higher 
compression ratios). Not much, but at least it's not 
going to take power away. 
 
E85 also produces remarkably lower emissions, and is 
produced by a much more energy-efficient process than 
gasoline. 
 
The bad news? Ethanol contains about a third less 
energy than an equivalent amount of gasoline, meaning 
an E85-powered vehicle has to fill up about 1.4 times 
more frequently than a gasoline-powered vehicle. This 
isn't that big of a deal for cars - it would be easy to 
design a 1.4x larger fuel tank into a vehicle as large as 
an automobile. Motorcycles, however, are a different 
story - especially size- and weight-conscious segments 
like sportbikes. This could be a big sticking point for 
motorcycle use - do you want to fill up 1.4x more often 
(most modern bikes already have relatively poor range), 
or carry around 1.4x more weight when your tank is 
full? I know I don't. 
 
The future of E85 use in the U.S. remains to be seen, 
but at this point it is probably much farther along than 
any other alternative-fuel solutions (many gas stations 
in the American Midwest already sell E85, and most 
major auto manufacturers are already producing FFVs). 
I think it is entirely possible that in 20 years, we will all 
be filling up with E85 when we head out for a long ride. 
 

UUsseelleessss  FFiilllleerr  
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Club Meeting Club Meeting Club Meeting Club Meeting ––––    WedsWedsWedsWeds,,,,    March 8March 8March 8March 8thththth,,,, 7PM 7PM 7PM 7PM    

Schneider’s GermanSchneider’s GermanSchneider’s GermanSchneider’s German----American Restaurant, Rt 71, AvonAmerican Restaurant, Rt 71, AvonAmerican Restaurant, Rt 71, AvonAmerican Restaurant, Rt 71, Avon    
 

    

Cross Country BMW 

875 Middlesex Ave,  
Rt 27 (Right off I-287N) 
Metuchen, NJ 08840 

 

The place for BMW motorcycles, parts and service – A NJSBMWR Supporter! 

www.ccbmw.com 
732-635-0094 


